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TT is Ordered by the Lords Spiri- 
tual and Tempora 


ral in Parliament 
Aſſembled, that the Thanks of this 
Hlouſe ſhall be, and are hereby Given, 
to the Lord Biſhop of Chicheſter, for 
bis Sermon Preached before. this Houſe 
in the Abby-Church a: Weſtmin- 
ſter, the Thirtieth of January loft, 

Defired to Print and 


and be is hereby 
Publiſh the ſame. 


Mathew Johnſon, -— 


_ Cher. Parliamentor. 
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THE 
CASE of 
MARTYRDOM 


CONSIDERED. 


— 


ACTS vll. 59, 60. 


They Stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and ſaying, Lord 

| Jeſus receive my Spirit. And he kneeled down and 
cried, Lord, lay not this Sin to their charge: And 
when he had ſaid this, he fell aſleep. 


N the former Chapter we have the ſhort Hiſto- 
ry of St. Stephen, as to his Character, his 
Office, and the Crime he is charged with. 


As to his Character; he is ſaid to be full of the 
Holy-Ghoſt, or full of divine Faith and Power, and ag. 6. f. 1. 
be did great Wonders and Miracles among the People. 


As to his Office, he was one of the Seven Dea- 
cons, whoſe buſineſs it was to Receive and 


Diſtribute the publick Charity, 4 every man had Chap. 4. 35. 
Wea, 


B As 


— — 
. 
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As to his Charge, he was accuſed, by Perſons 
ſuborned for that purpoſe, of Blaſphemous words 4: 
gainſt Moſes, and againjt God; againſt Moſes, that 

, 13,14 1s, againſt the Law and Cuſtoms which be delivered 
them; againlt God, that is, againſt the Temple, or 
Holy place, which was Dedicatedto his Service, aud 
in which he was more eminently preſent. 


This being alledged againſt him, he is called up. 
on by the High Prieſt to anſwer for himſelf, and 
to make his Defence, which is the Subject of this 
Chapter: And that contains an Hiſtorical Account 
of the Jewiſh Church, under the Three molt Emi- 
nent Periods of it. ; 

1. The Patriarchal, from Abraham to the Eighti- 


3 eth Year of Moſes, which was for the ſpace of 
v. 23. 30. 
time, they had neither-Law, nor Temple; being 
under the Covenant of Circumciſion, only, v. 8. And 

having zone Inheritance all that time in Canaan, 10 


not ſo mach as to ſet a foot on. ver. 5. 


2. The Moſaical Period, which was from the 

: giving of the Law by Mo/es, to the building and 
/ i{hing of the Temple by Salomon, which was for 
x King. 6. 1. the ſpace of Four Hundred and Eighty Seven Years; 
37, 33 during which time they had no ſanding place of 


Worſhip, but he T abernacle of Witneſs only, ver. 44. 


3: The Prophetical or Regal Period, which was 
from the Foundation and ſtructure of Solomons Tem- 


ple, to the Crucifixion of our Saviour, and the Age 


thatthen was. 7.52. 
244 The 


Four Hundred and Thirty Years; during which 


— 
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The Caſe of Martyrdom Conſidered 2 
The uſe which St. Stephen makes of this Narra- 
Juve, is, 


| 
3 2 — — 7. 


1. That ſuppoſing, the Caſe to be as thoſe falſe 
itneſſes had Repreſented, and that he had averred 
that Jeſus of Nazareth ſhould deſtroy the Temple, 
and change the Ceſtoms which Moſes delivered 
hem: Yet where was the Blaſphemy, when they 
themſelves could not deny but that the time was 
rhen there was either no Law as it was in the. 
firſt Period) or no Temple (as it was in the Second? 


2. Where was the Blaſphemy, when their own- . 
onſtitution pointed to a new ſtate of things, that 

as to ſucceed under the Meſſias, as Moſes himſelf 

dretold, v. 37. And the Temple it ſelf, as magni- 

cent as it was in the time of Solomon, was even 

en dut an imperfect repreſentation of the Almigh-J ae. . 


ʒ as he ſhe w ed from the Prophet Iſaiabh, 


j. Where was the Blaſphemy in divine Threatnings 
e denounced againſt them, when he did no other | ö 
han what was done aforetime by the Prophets, to | 
vir Forefathers, which was followed by the De- 

ration of their Temple, and Conſtitution; as he, , : 

aus the Paralel, v. 51. rc. Te ftiff-necked, and un- 43. 32 
rrumciſed in Heart and Ears; Te do always reſiſt the 

% Gh; as your Fathers did, [9 do ye, which of 
e Prophets have not your Fathers Perſecuted? And 
h bave flain them, which ſpewed before the coming of 

* Juſt One, of whom ye have been now the Betrayers 

4 Murderers : Who have Received the Law by the 
}/pofition of Angels and have not kept it. 


When. 
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43 6. 11. them were nor able ro reſiſt the Wiſdom and the Sy 


= #Vhen they heard theſe things;that he thus brought 


— — 


the Cale home to them, and charges them with 
Diſobedience to that Law, which they accuſe him of 
Blaſpheming; and ſhews that they were acted by 
the like furious Spirit, as their Forefathers, why 
perſecuted and flew the Prophets; they could beit 
no longer, they were cut to the Heart, and g yaſbed uo; 
him with their Teeth, and without hearkening to 
what he could fay, in a Tumultuous manner 
Cried out with a loud Voice, and ſtopped their Ears, ani 
ran upon him with one accord, and caſt him out of the 
City, and ſtoned him, invoking and ſaying, Lord Jeu, 
receive my Spirit. And he kneeled down, and cried nil 
aloud Voice, Lord lay not this fin to their charge. Ani 
men he had ſaid this, he fell aſleep. 


St. Stephen is the firſt Inſtance of Martyrdom for 


the Chriſtian Faith; And we may obſerve that ve 


rified in him, which our Bleſſed Saviour fore 
told and promiſed, Lake 12. 11, 12. When thy 
bring you into the Synagogues, and unto Masiſtrit 
and Powers, take ye no tbouzht how or what thing . 
ſhall anſwer, or what ye ſball ſay: For the Holy Gil 
ſball teach you in the ſame hour what ye ought ton, 
For we may behold in him an undaunted Reſolut! 
on in the midſt of danger; a wonderfull mecknel 
under the greateſt provocations; a tender Chari 
towards his Enemies; and making ſuch a defenced 
himſelf and his Religion, that the moſt Learned 


by which he ſpale. 


And that there might nothing be wanting eithe 


as a Teſtimony to the truth of what he aſſer ted, i 
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pht ſor his ſupport ; not only had he a Glory upon him, 
ith ſo that all that ſat in the Councel, [av his Fact as ut 
mot hid been the Face of an Angel; but in the Clole, 
by Wl iing up ſtedfaſtiy into Heaven, he ſaw the Glory 


of God, and ſeſus ſtanding on the Right hand of God, 
Standing vilibly preſent to encourage his Faith, 
and in a poiture ready to receive and crown him, 


bo that was now © dye in the Defence of it. Nothing 
iner could now terrifie him, nothing could move him, 
and who was ful of the Hoh Ghoſt, and had fo 
the Glorious a View in proſpect. 

ſm 

with 


Laſtly, In the cloſe of his Life, and the midſt 
of all their inſolent carriage and inveterate Ma- 
lice, as he expreſt his Devotion to God in that 
he begs for himlelf, Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit; 
ſo his Charity to his Perſecutors, Jay not this Sin 


Au to their Charge. 
fore: 
thy This is a Subject may become this days fad 


Solemniry, I mean the Subject of Martyrdom , 


Ms whether we conſider the Cauſe our late Soveraigu 
ed for; the rage and fury of his Enemies in 
JL his proſecution ; his Charity and his Prayer for 
5 God's Mercy towards them, who ſhew'd none to 


bim; his Devotion and Piety ; his compoſed be- 
haviour, and other qualifications, which deſerved- 
ly gain him the name of Martyr, given him in 
the Office appointed tor the day. 


arig 
Iced 
ede 
Spit 
In proſecution of which Argument, l ſhall conſider, 


1. What is to be underſtood by the Character, 
a Martyr, 


either 


J, 0 
0 
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2. What is the Cauſe, for and in which a Mar. 
tyr Suffers. 


3. What Obligation Perſons are under to ſuffer 
for ſuch a Caule. 


4. What are the qualifications requiſite to fir 
a Perſon for ſuch Suffering? 


5. What are the Honours and Rewards conferr'd 
upon ſuch, whether preſent or future. 


t. What is to be underſtood by the Term, 
Martyr ? 


There are Three Stations of Perſons in the 
Chriſtian Church. 


( 1.) The firſt for diſtinction ſake we may call 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, ſuch as do bear that 
Character, and live in the quiet enjoyment 6 
their Religion, that never were put to the Trial of 
their Faith or Sincerity, by any methods of Severi- 
ty, which the Enemies to it have in ſeveral Ages 
made uſe of. | 


Ofthis ſort are we of this Nation, who, Bleſſed 
be God, have our Religion protected and Aut 
rized by the Laws, and thereby made part of oll 
Conſtitution; and are by a ſpecial and wonderful 
Providence delivered out of the imminent dang* 


which 


——_—_— 
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which our Religion, and we for the Profeſſion of it, 
were lately threatned with. 


And long may we enjoy it upon theſe terms : 
and I pray God make us truly ſenſible of this Privi- 
lege which we have, above moſt parts of the Chri- 
tian, and more particularly of the Proteſtant 
Churches. 


(2.) There are another fort of Chriſtians, 
who are called Conteſſors, that is, ſuch as are per- 
ſecuted and ſuffer for their Religion, by baniſh- 
ment, or Flight from their native Country, by the 
loſs of Liberty, Eſtates, and other Temporal Cala- 
mities ; and are Reſolv'd to maintain their Religi- 
on unto death, though not called to it for the pre- 
ſent by Divine Providence, and ſo in all reſpects are 


Martyrs,except that they have not reſiſted unto Blood. Heb. 12. 4. 


So we read of ſome that rook joyfully the ſpoiling 
of their goods; and of others that had Tryal of 
Cruel Mockings and Scourgings ; yea moreover of 
Bonds and Impriſonment, and of others that wan- 
dred about in ſheep Skins, and goat-shins, being 
Deftitute, Afflicted, Tormented ; That wandred in 
Deſerts and on Mountains, and in Dens and Caves of 
b. 2 as deſcribed by the Apoſtle, Heb. 11. 
30, Cc. 


And of this ſort we need not go far from home for 
Proof, in the Barbarous and Inhumane uſage, 
which our Proteſtant Brethren in a Neighbouring 
Nation have felt, from the Arbitrary power ofa 
Prince that is too well known to be named. 
la their own Country, nothing can fecure them 

C 2 from 
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from that invenomed Spirit, but deſerts and moun. 
tains, and Dens and Caves of the Earth, if that 
can do it; or which is worſe, a deep diſſim ulation 
anda Compliance with ſuch a Religion as their 
own Conſciences do abhor. And if they happen 
to eſcape the Perſecution of a difappointed Rage 
by a flight into Forreiga parts, they are wholly 
left to a Merciful Providence and the Charity of 
their Brethren for Relict. 


( 3.) There are another ſort, who are more 
Eminently called Martyrs, that is, ſuch as actually 
dye for their Religion, and ſeal their Teſtimony to 
it with their Blood; of which Number i; 
St. Stephen, who is therefore deſervedly Ryled 
by St. Paul, Chriſt's Martyr, Achs 22 20. I hen 
zbe Blood of thy Martyr Stephen was ſbed, 1 alſo was 
ſtanding by, and conſenting unto his Death, 


And herein the Adverſaries of our Religion have 
uled ſeveral methods. Sometimes they Martyred 
thoſe holy Men at once, they were flain with the 
Sword, or (as St. Stephen) were Stuned. At other 
times they have given proof of their skill to in- 
vent, as well as of their Malice to inſlict all fuch 
Puniſhments upon them, as might tempt them to 
renounce their Religion, and fright others from 
profeſſing it. Thus it was of old, as the 4 poſtle 
deſcribes it, Heb. 11 35. Sometimes they try 
the method of that Tyrannical Prince in another 
Caſe, who profeſſed he was not yet ſo far reconci!s 
ed to his Enemies as to let them dye at once, but 


he would have it drawn out to ſuch a length, 
ſentient 
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ſentirent ſe mori. Of this fort we have two Inſtances 
in the fore recited Chapter, They were Tortared, 
iumiznrar, they were ſtretched out, and broken 
as it were upon the Wheel a ſort of Dying that was 
looked upon as an expedient to try their Reſolution 
to the utmolt. Andtherefore the Apoſtle chooſes 
out this as a Teſtimony of their conſtancy, hey 
were tortured, not accepting Deliverance, when prot- 
fered upon unworthy Terms, and that they muſt 
purchale Lite at fo dear a rate, as the abrenuncias 
tion of their Religion, and the loſing of their 
Souls. 


He goes on, They were ſan aſander, were tempted, 
mc} nu This was another forc of their Severity, 
and the advantage they took of thoſe Tortured 
Siints, when by fo flow, and yet ſo paintul and 
racking a Death, as this of Sawing was, they 
might tempt, and even force them to deny their 
God and his Religion. | 


Here is the Patience and the Faith of the Saints, Rev. 13. 10. 
their Conſtancy was above all their Sufferings. 
They were tortured, not accepting Deliuerance; that 
they mig ht obtain a better Reſurrection, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, Heb. 11. 35. 


But becauſe, according to the known ſaying of 
the Father, Cauſa, non pena, facit Martyrem, it is 


not the Puniſhment but the Cauſe that makes a 
Martyr. 


I ſhallin the next place Conſider, 
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his Memory, that doth Voluntarily Sacrifice him- 


2. The Cauſe for which the Perſon Suffer- 
ing and Dying doth obtain the Character of a 
Martyr. 


It is a Generous and Heroical part to dye in the 
Service of our Prince and Country, for the preſer- 
vation of our juſt Rights, Properties and Liberties, 
And he deſerves to have a Monument erected to 


ſelf, his Life and Fortunes, in ſo glorious a Cauſe: 
But this is the Bravery of a Heathen, and is com- 
mon to them with Chriſtians. But that which 
doth diſtinguiſh the one from the other, is Religion, 
and makes him a Martyr that dies in the proteſli- 
on and defence of it, 


And ſo he may do, 


(1.) In the Cauſe of the Common Religion, 
in Oppoſition to all profeſſed Infidels ; as was the 
Caſe of the Primitive Chriſtians, under ſuch Hca- 
theniſh Perſecutors, as endeavoured to root out 
their Religion, by the barbarous and utmoſt Seve- 
rities they could invent; thereby thinking to in- 
timidate the moſt reſolute among them. For ſinec 
all Mankind have naturally implanted in them a 
love of Life, and conſequently do whatever in 
them lies to preſerve it; their Adverſaries did 
conclude, that by making Examples of this kind, 
they ſhould ſoon extinguiſh the very profeſſion! 
It. 


But what a Surprize was it, to ſee all manner of 
Perſons 


The Caſe of Martyrdom Con ſidered. 


11 


Perſons of both Sexes, of all Conditions, rather to 
invite than avoid thoſe Sufferings, and to bear 
all the rigour which they were threatned or purſu- 
ed with, with an unſhaken Reſolution ! 


What a ſurprize was it to ſee that verify'd, Sang uis 
Martyrum eſt ſemen Eccleſie, and that the more they 
laboured to ſuppreſs Religion by unparallel'd ſeveri- 
ties, the more it throve and gained upon them ! So 
that it hath been obſerv'd, That in the Three Firſt 
Centuries, there were Three Thouſand enrolled in 
the publick Tables for every Day in the Year, ex- 
cept the Firſt of January, on which the Romans 
were not wont to put any to Death. So. mightily 
grew the Word of God and prevailed. 


2. He may be eſteemed a Martyr and to Dye 
for his Religion, that Dyes for the maintenance 


and in the defence of ſuch Article or Articles as are 


eſſential to it, and which it cannot be called Chri- 


ſtianity without. This was the caſe of St. Srepher, 


who agreed with the Jews in owning the Revelati- 
on of the Old Teſtament ; but becauſe he maintain- 


ed Jeſus to be The Juſt One, that is, The Meſſius Ver. 23 


and the Son of God, he was equally Perſecuted 
by them, as if he had been an Heathen or a Pub- 
lican, one of a falſe Religion, or of none. They 
Stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and ſaying, Lord 
Jelus receive my Spirit. | 


And it was for what St. Stephen here taught, that 
the Orthodox in after Ages ſuffer'd as much from 
the Arians, as the Chriſtians did from their afore- 
laid Perſecutors of either fide. For St. Stephen here 

in 


12 The Caſe of Martyrdom Con ſidered. 
inthe laſt Act of his Lite z»vot'd (as the Word (jo. 

beg lv, MAES) Saying, Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit. Whom 
did he invoke and call upon, but che ſame Di. 

vine Being whom he prayed to, viz. The Log 

Jeſus? And whom could he pray to, but to one 

that was God ? So much reaſon had the Ortho. 

dox to confeſs and ſuffer for this Branch oft their 
Religion: and ſo much reaſon had the Church to 

account them as Martyrs that Dycd for it. 


(3.) Another Caſe is, When the true Religion 
may be profeſſed, but by the Arts and Devices of 
Perverſe and ſometimes Politick Men, is by iome 
after-Acts ſo tar Corrupted, that it is in a ſort a 
falle Religion, and becomes perilous to the Sul; 
of Men, whom that was deſigned to ſave. This 
Heb. 11. 3 the Apoſtle points to, ſpeaking of ſome of the 
Saints and Martyrs of old, {hey were Stoned, they 
were Savn aſundir ; reterring in the firſt more par. 
ticulaily (as may well be chought} to Zechariah 
the Son of Jehej da; an in the laſt to J, 
who / as the Jews lay) wa Sawn aſunder by the 
command of Manaſſ-h: Theſe pious Pei.ons 
thinking themſelves equally obliged to bear their 
Teſtimony againſt the Idolatry of thoſe Princes, 
whether it were after the way of Jer9b92mm, by in. 
1 Kg. 12.28. tending an Honour to Jehowvab the true God; or 
of that of Manaſſeh, that worſhipped all the Holt 

of Heaven. | | 


2. Chron. 
24. 20, 21, 


2 Kirg. 21. 83. 


Of this ſort is the caſe of the Church of Rome, 
which is a groſs corruption of Chriſtianity, both 
in its Doctrine and Principles,its Rules andPractice, 


its Worſhip and Devotions ; and therefore ſtands in 
as 


WC. 


—_— 
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tichriſt doth to our Saviour, For Antichriſt is not 

to be ſuppoſed to be one that throws off the Name 

and profeſſion of Chriſtianity ; and that ſets up a 

Religion as diſtinct from that, as Judaiſm or Gen- 
fliſm are; but that under the Name and Profeſſion 

of it, doth pervert it, and make that to be another 

feligion than it originally was. And conſequently 

25 every true Chriſtian doth ſtand up in defence of 
his Religion, when called to it, and is ready to 

own it in oppoſition to a falſe Religion, whatever 
hazard he may run in ſo doing: So every ſincere 
Chriſtian doth hold himſelf oblig*d, with all his 
might to oppoſe, and if required, to ſuffer whate- 
ver may be inflicted upon him, rather than own 
thoſe Corruptions which thus affect and prey upon 
the Vitals of his Relgioin, or own that Church and 
hold Communion with it, which hath received 
them into its Conſtitution, and which it cannot 
be (as they will have it) a Church without. 


For how could the true 1/-ae!ite be a Member 
of Jeroboams Church; and at the ſame time as he 
profeſſed to Worſhip Jehova, Sacrifice to Devils, 
(as the Scripture words it)? And how can he that 
owns the purity of the Chriſtian Faith, and is there- 
by taught to Worſhip God alone; pay his Devoti- 
ons, and recommend himſelf to the favour and 
protection of the Virgin Mary, of Saints and Anz 


an Image, or the likeneſs of any thing in Heaven 
or Earth, Pray to a piece of Wood, as the repre- 
ſentation of God; or to a 8 of Bread as God? g 
"IP | ; 


. — 


4 + 


45 direct oppoſition to pare Chriſtianity, as An. 


gels? Or how can he that is forbidden to Worſhip 
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And if a perſon ſo refuſing be perſecuted to the 
Death, and be Condemn'd to the Flames, for not 
believing as that Church proſeſſes to believe; 
or not prattifing what ſhe enjoyns; he falls as a 
Martyr falls in the cauſe of God; and ſhall meet 
with the Reward of ſuch. 


4. Another caſe concerned in our Argument, is, 
when a Church is duly regulated, agrecable to 
the Scripture (ſuited as far as the Circumſtances of 
place and time will allow) to the Apoſtolical order 
and Inſtitution. When it is pure in its Doctrine; 
and in the Belief of which all may be ſaved, if not 
wanting to themſelves. When it is grave and ſe- 
rious in its Worſhip, without any abuſe or Corrup- 
tion. When in 1ts Offices, it is ſo contrived as may 
ſerve to excite the Devotion, and expreſs the 
defires of the Faithful. When the Guides of Souls 
are in their Stations agreeable to thoſe of Apoſtoli- 
cal times, and the earlieſt ages of the Church: 
And when they are directed and obliged to the 
careful diſcharge of their Duties, in iaſtructing 
and aſſiſting their Flocks, and may under thoſe 
=p fave their own Souls and thoſe that hear 
them. 


when the Church and State are fo complicated 
that the Church bleſſes and obeys the State; and 


the State defends the Chureh, and ſupports the 
Religion of it. 


Whae 
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When both theſe if faithfull in their Stations, 
may thus mutually eſtabliſh each other; ſo that in 
all appearance, the Gates of Hell [hall never be able 
to prevail againft them. 


When I fay both theſe are in this happy conditi- 
on, linked in ſo near a Relation, what name doth 
he deſerve that to the utmoſt of his power ſhall 


ls, prevent the wild Boar from breaking down thoſe 
to Fences,andfrom waſting that Vineyard which Gods 
; of 


right hand hath thus planted ? what name >, 
doth he deſerve, that will rather hazard life and a 
that is dear to him, than to hearken to ſuch propo- 
als as ſhall determine in its ruin? What name 
doth he deſetve, but the beſt which the Church 
an give, and that is a Martyr ? 


By this time you may perceive how near I am 
come to the occaſion and Duty of the Day ; and for 
what reaſon I have choſen to treat of this Subject 


h: which is to conſider our late Soveraign of Bleſſed 
the Memory, with reſpect to Religion and the Church, 
ing and to the Faith of which he was in Truth as well 
ole a5 in Title the Dfen der. 


For though we are to look upon the evil Treat- 
ment of that Prince, as an invaſion and indeed a 
diſelution of our Civil Conſtitution ; yet there is 
lomewhat further to be reſpected, and which he 
equally ſuffered for, and that was for Religion and 
the Church ; and for _— cauſe, ſuch ſuffering 

D 2. is 


b, £ 


— — — 


a 
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* Pet. 4. 11. 


2 Pet, 2 23. 


Dan. 6. 3. 


3 Det. 4. 19. 


6—— — 


— 


is (as L have ſhewed) called Martyrdom in the 
Othce for the day. OY 


Thus far I have conſidered the Caufe for which 
a Martyr doth ſuffer, in the feveral branches of it ; 
and ſhall therefore proceed to conſider, 


3. What obligation Chriſtians are under to fuf. 
fer after that manner for ſuch a Cauſe ? 


It is to be ſuppoſed, that inall our Sufferings 
for Religion, we ſuffer vot as buſie bodies, by in. 
termedling in thoſe matters which do not be. 
long to the Station we are in. 


It is to be ſuppoſed, that fuch do behave 
themſelves with that innocence and ſimpkcity, 
that humility and modeſty, as doth become 
their Profeſſion; with that Meekneſs, fo as not 
to provoke, and with that Patience ſo as not 
to be provoked : So as it may appear to be 
with them, as it was with Daniel, of whom 
his Adverſaries ſaid, We ſhall not find any Occa- 
fron againſt this Daniel, except me find it againſt 
him concerning the Law of his God. 


Being thus ſet right in the firſt place, what 
remains, but that when the defence of our Re- 
ligion becomes neceſſary , and that we mult 
either renounce it, or ſuffer to the laſt degree 
for it: That without any demur we commit ile 
tec ping of our Souls and Lives to God in well do- 
ing, 44 unte a faubfull Creatour: Being ny i 
anſwe 
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anſwer with the Apoſtles, Peter and Jobn, to 
ſuch as threaten us, We cannot but [peak the 
things we have heard and believe, Al, 4. 
19, 20. 


They provided well for their own ſecurity in 
gncient times, (I mean the Grofticks) that 
thought themſelves under no Obligation in time: 
of danger to own the Chriſtian Religion; but 
that they might be a Jew with. the Jew, and a 
Gentile with the Gentile ; that they might adore 
the Idol, and offer Inceaſe, and in outward 
ſhew be and do as they were required to be 
and do; and yet Save their Souls and their Lives 
together; as long as they retained. the Truth: 
in their Hearts, 


And not much different was his Opinion of late 
amongſt us, that thought the Magiſtrate was to 
govern his Faith; and that as the Wind of 
Authority did fir, ſo he was to direct his Obey- 
fance : And that his Superiour, and not he, was 
io anſwer for the Hypocrilie of it. 


A Doctrine expreſsly contrary to the Com- 
mand of our Saviour, and to the tenor of the 
Goſpel : For, ſaith he, Whoſoever ſhall confeſs me be- 


lo. mw. 


fore men, him will I alſo confeſs before my Father Math, 10 32. 


which is in Heaven : But whoſoever ſhall deny me 
before men, him will 1 alſo deny before my Father 
Which is in Heaven. 


At 


18 
eee ä — 


I' Coy. 4. 9. 


an end of all Security as u ell as ot Religion. 


Apoſtles were, to be Spectacles unto the World, Ar. 
gels and Men, in the Teſtimony we are to give 


neceſſary for our Conſideration, which are 


tons which are requiſite to it. 
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At this rate how mean a thing would Reli. 
gion be? To what end are all thoſe Noble Eg. 
couragements advanced, as Rewards of our Con. 
ſtancy, if we are at perfect Liberty whether to 
profeſs or deny the Truth? 


Cerrainly, if men may hereſn diſſemble and 
prevaricate, there is no Occaſion to be ſincere in 
any thing beſides. l Contracts will be difſol. 
ved, all profi ſions of Friendſhip and Loyalty may 
"conclude in Difſimulation.; and Men may iu eat 
and forſwear ; and under the Mask ot Truth, cover 
all the falſhood in the World; and fo there will ve 


But Bleſſed be Gd, that our Religion ſtands upon 
a more noble Principle, and hat it will appear to 
be as well for the Intercit of Mankind as tor lie 
Honour of it, io be true in the protcilion of it, 


But though this Exerciſe of our Faith and pati. 
ence be never lo far off ia reality, as well as in ap- 
pearance; and none ot us ſhould be called, as the 


to our Religion, by yielding up our Lives for it: 
Yet however, there are ſeveral things fit and 


4. That we be prepared for ſuch a fen Tryal, 
and be endued with thoſe Graces and Qualificati- 


I 
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grant St. Stephen's was an extraordinary caſe, 
and being placed in the front of the Battel, and 
the firſt called eut to this Conflict by the 
Divine diſpoſal, he accordingly had an extraordi- 
nary aſſiſtance. 5 


I grant further, that Martyrdom it felf is an 
extraordinary caſe; and being fo, I Queſtion 
not but in proportion to. our Sufferings, there 


will be alſo an Extraordinary aſſiſtance: And 


theſe Extraordinary Aſſiſtances are not to 
de expected, till the Extraordinary Seaſon calls 
for it. 


But yet there are ſuch Capacities that may 
be called "—_— Preparatives in every Chri- 
ſian; that is, ſuch a Faith in God, ſuch a Hope 
in his Mercy, ſuch a Delight in the Contem- 
pation of his Goodneſs, ſuch a deep Senſe 
of the Truth of our Religion, and fuch a Belief 
of it's Promifes, ſuch a Reſignation to the 
Divine Will ia every Condition, ſuch a Con- 
tempt of the World, and ſuch as Indiffe. 
rence in the uſe of it, as is neceſſary to every 
Chriſtian, in whatſoever Station he is, that 
whether a Martyr or not, he cannot be a Chri- 
tian without. | 


And if theſe Qualifications are fuch as we 
have, and experiment in our ſelves, we need 
nt further trouble our felves with that Queſti- 


en, Whether we are able to dye for our Religion 7 
Junce 


F 


* 


1m: . 
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Since he is to be preſumed fit to dye for it, if called Ta 
0 thereunto by the Divine Providence, who lives up f 


to it. 


How may ſuch a Devout Perſon ſay, Lord, 
it is not my portion (as far as I can ſee) nor is it 
likely to be my Lot, to dye for my Religion. [ 
have no ſuchTeſtimony to give of my Faith, no more 
than I have that Plerophory, that full afſurance of 
Faith, which St. Szephex had. I cannot but blels 
thy name for my own ſake as well as for the Sake 
of the Church, where I am, and of which I am 
a Member, that there is no ſuch occaſion for the 
Tryal of it. I hope and I deſire to have a love for 
thee as ſtrong as Death: But I dare not ſo much 
as wilh to have this proof ol it required of me. [ 
know not what my Reſolution may be, when he 

'T'Cor.10. 12- that ſtandeth is to take heed left he fall. 


I know not whether that mighty paſſion of Fear 
might nor ſurprize me, which too often betrays 
the Succours, that not only Reaſon but Religion . 
fers. But I have my ſelf to offer, I have here the 
Proofs of thy Grace, and of my own Sincerity, ina 
Death unto Sin,and a Life unto Righteouſneſs. And 
being thus well difpoſed, I doubt not but that the 
ſame Grace which hath render*'d me thus Succels- 
ful in che one, will enable me in the other, and to 
be more that Conquerour through him that hath loved 
me, and given himſelf for me. N 


ol And of ehis we have an Eminent and Glorious 
Example ſet before us on this fatal day: It is * 
3 
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ters of State; that hath been often done, 
nd the Publick hath therein juſtly concern- 
ed it ſelf in what hath been enatted wah re- 
nion to it. 


am here to conſider this Pious Prisce, 
h he ſtood in relation to the Church, oi 
which he was; and to the Religion he 
rrofeſſed , of both which he ſhewed himſelf 2 
lalous Aſſerter; whoſe Principles he tho. 
woghly underſtood, and whole Rules and 
Precepts he ſo exaftly Obſerved, that he 
was Superlatively Eminent in ſuch Ver- 
es, as might render him as Valuable as 
: Chriſtian, as he was in Authority as a 
ce. 


There wanted not in him a Reſolutioa to 
the laſt, to Maintain his Authority againſt 
thoſe that baſely Uſurped it, and violeat- 


Mmed Force could not make him forget 
1 Dignity, or do any thing unworthy 
0! 1t, 


But that which ſhone brighter in his 
badem, was his Piety and Vertue, his 
devotion to Almighty God, his Mecknels 
under the greateſt Provocations, his R-ſig- 
nion to the Divine Providence, his Com. 


— — 


u preſent baſore me to enquire inco mat- 


ly wreſted it out of his hands. All their 


E pa ſſion 
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paſſion for a Deluded People, and his Cha. 
rity even for his Enemies. 


What could be the reaſon of all this 
but a juſt Senſe he had of the Righ. 
teoulneſs of the Cauſe, the Truth of the 
Religion, and the Purity of the Church he 
Suffered for ? 


What could be the reaſon of all this, 
but the ſupport he had; the Mighty Aids 
that were Aﬀorded him in ſo great an 
Exigence ! Aids as Extraordinary as the 
caſe. was that He was in? 


Laſtly, What could be the- reaſon of all 


this, but the glorious Reward, which with 


the Faith, though not the Eye of St. Ste- 


phen, he had the Comfortable Proſpect of? 


Rev. 19. 16. 


Here therefore | we have an Example 
to; Imitate: Here we may learn Meekneſs, 
Hatience, and Humility ; Here we may leam 
Devetien and Charity. 


But as great as he was in Quality or 
Sufferings, yet from him let us Look to 
one greater, one greater than all the Po- 
tentates of the Earth, The Ning of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, TJeſws IL mean, 1 
Aathar and Finiſher of aur Faith, mio for 19 
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Joy | that was ſet before him, endured the Croſs, 


hand of the Throne of God: To whom with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Honour, 
Glory and Praiſe, for Ever and Ever. Amen, 
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